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CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD (GALVESTON COUNTY, TX)

City of Friendswood City Council
REGULAR Session Agenda Docket for City of Friendswood (Galveston County, Texas)

JURISDICTION CLASSIFICATION POPULATION SERVED MEETING DATE

CITY 41,291 residents 2026-09-14

1. OFFICIAL PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA OVERVIEW

Meeting Session Title City of Friendswood City Council

Session Classification & Date REGULAR SESSION | 2026-09-14

Total Indexed Docket Items 23 agenda items

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION & DOCKET SUMMARY

Verbatim meeting docket from City of Friendswood City Council.

3. INDEXED AGENDA DOCKET & LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

ITEM NUMBER & DOCKET TITLE CATEGORY / FISCAL NOTE ACTION / VOTE

1.: CALL TO ORDER General PASSED (7-0)

15.: ADJOURNMENT General PASSED (7-0)

2.: INVOCATION General PASSED (7-0)

3.: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE General PASSED (7-0)

4.: COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS General PASSED (7-0)

5.: PUBLIC COMMENT General PASSED (7-0)

A.: Present the City of Friendswood Five Star Spirit Awa SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS A PASSED (7-0)

B.: Recognize Captain Doug Lauersdorf for his thirty-two SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS A PASSED (7-0)

C.: Accept the resignation of Municipal Court Judge Jame SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS A PASSED (7-0)

D.: Recognize the Friendswood Public Library for being a CITY MANAGER'S REPORT PASSED (7-0)

E.: Present an update regarding the Friendswood Public L CITY MANAGER'S REPORT PASSED (7-0)

F.: Highlight the upcoming "Bet on the Library" Friends CITY MANAGER'S REPORT PASSED (7-0)

G.: Highlight the upcoming National Night Out on October CITY MANAGER'S REPORT PASSED (7-0)

H.: Consider accepting the Council Chamber Renovation Pr CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

I.: Consider approving the disposal of three (3) Police CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

J.: Consider authorizing the disposal of a decommissione CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

K.: Consider designating the person holding the position CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)
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City of Friendswood -- City of Friendswood City Council (Continued)

L.: Consider reappointing Judge Robert J. Barfield as an CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

M.: Consider appointing Judge Julie K. Escalante, Judge CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

N.: Consider reappointing Jeff Smith to the Construction CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

O.: Consider approving the ad valorem tax report for Jul CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

P.: Consider approving the minutes of the City Council S CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

Q.: Consider approving the minutes of the City Council S CONSENT AGENDA PASSED (7-0)

4. DETAILED DOCKET ITEM SUMMARIES & ROLL-CALL OUTCOMES

Item 1.: CALL TO ORDER [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- CALL TO ORDER

Item 15.: ADJOURNMENT [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- ADJOURNMENT

Item 2.: INVOCATION [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- INVOCATION

Item 3.: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- United States Pledge and State

of Texas Pledge.

Item 4.: COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- Notice is hereby given

in accordance with Section 551.0415 of the Texas Government Code, the City Council of the

City of Friendswood may receive reports about items of community interest from City staff

and/or a member of the City Council,

Item 5.: PUBLIC COMMENT [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- To comply with the provisions of the

Texas Open Meetings Act, the City Council may not deliberate any item not listed on the

agenda, as such, the City Council will listen to public comment and may (i) refer the item

to City Management for f

Item A.: Present the City of Friendswood Five Star Spirit Award for the Second Quarter of

2026 to Karen Hart, Assistant Director of the Friendswood Library. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0

No)] -- Karen was nominated by a staff member due to her actions during a transitional

period of time at the Library that was described as difficult. The nomination states, "

...we have been without a Director for the past year. Through it all we

Item B.: Recognize Captain Doug Lauersdorf for his thirty-two years of service with the City

of Friendswood and congratulate him on his retirement. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- This

item allows the Council to recognize Captain Doug Lauersdorf for his thirty-two years of

outstanding service to the City of Friendswood and congratulate him on his well-deserved

retirement. <br><br>Over the past 32 years, Captain Lauer

Item C.: Accept the resignation of Municipal Court Judge James Woltz, recognize him for his

forty-three years of service with the City of Friendswood, and congratulate him on his

retirement. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- Judge James W. ("Jim") Woltz earned his Juris

Doctor (J.D.) from the Paul M. Hebert Law Center at Louisiana State University in 1974 and

was admitted to the State Bar of Texas in 1974. On November 7, 1983, the City Council

appointed Judge

Item D.: Recognize the Friendswood Public Library for being awarded a Federally Funded

Reimbursement Award from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) for ILL

Services. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- <span style="margin-left:0in;">Friendswood Public
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City of Friendswood -- City of Friendswood City Council (Continued)

Library is receiving a federally funded reimbursement award in the amount of $9,870.42 from

the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) for 993 interlibrary loan (ILL)

lends made

Item E.: Present an update regarding the Friendswood Public Library improvements. [Vote:

PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- <strong>Library Improvements Are Underway</strong><br>Friendswood

Library is installing new mobile shelving throughout the building, completing facility

maintenance and updates, conducting staff training, and preparing for the Friends of th

Item F.: Highlight the upcoming "Bet on the Library" Friends of the Library Fundraiser Gala

scheduled for Saturday, September 26, 2026. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- Prepare to enter

a world of glitz, intrigue, and high-stakes glamour at the 2026 Friendswood Public Library

Gala: Bet on the Library, which is scheduled for Saturday, September 26, 2026. On this

unforgettable night, the red carpet is rolled

Item G.: Highlight the upcoming National Night Out on October 6, 2026. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes,

0 No)] -- Join the City of Friendswood Police Department, Friendswood EMS, and the

Friendswood Volunteer Fire Department for an evening of fun, food, and connection as we work

together to build stronger, safer neighborhoods. Texas Residents will cele

Item H.: Consider accepting the Council Chamber Renovation Project and authorizing the

commencement of the contractor's one-year maintenance period. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)]

-- This item accepts the Council Chamber Renovation Project (the "Project") and authorizes

the commencement of Construction Masters of Houston, Inc. (the "Contractor") one-year

maintenance period.<br><br>The scope of work related to the Projec

Item I.: Consider approving the disposal of three (3) Police Department vehicles through

America's Auto Auction. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- This item approves the disposal of

three (3) Police Department vehicles, specifically, a 2007 Jeep Grand Cherokee, a 2010 Dodge

Ram truck, and a 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe, through America's Auto Auction, formerly EBlock

Houston. The department

Item J.: Consider authorizing the disposal of a decommissioned Fire Marshal vehicle through

Public Surplus. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- The Friendswood Department of Emergency

Services has one decommissioned vehicle, a 2012 Ford Fusion (FM10 - Vin# 31633) that is

present for disposal. The vehicle will be disposed of through www.publicsurplus.com. The

proceeds from the sale

Item K.: Consider designating the person holding the position of Deputy Chief of Police as

the Local Rabies Control Authority and appointing the person appointed to such position to

the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- Pursuant to Section

826.017 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, the City Council is required to designate an

officer to act as the local rabies control authority for purposes of the Rabies Control Act

of 1981 (the "Act"). Pursuant to the

Item L.: Consider reappointing Judge Robert J. Barfield as an Associate Municipal Court

Judge and designating him as the Acting Municipal Court Judge until a Municipal Court Judge

is appointed to fill the position vacated due to the retirement of Judge James Woltz. [Vote:

PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- Section 4.02(b) and (c) of the City's Charter state, in part, as

follows:<div data-empty="true" style="margin-left: 40px;"><br></div><table style="width:

75%; float: left; margin-left: 20px;"><colgroup><col style="width: 4.3274%;"><col styl
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City of Friendswood -- City of Friendswood City Council (Continued)

Item M.: Consider appointing Judge Julie K. Escalante, Judge Richard J. Cope, Jr., and Judge

Richard P. Flake as Associate Municipal Court Judges. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] --

Section 4.02(c) of the City's Charter state, in part, as follows:<br><br><div

style="margin-left: 20px;">"The Council may appoint such Associate or Alternate Judges of

said [municipal] court as shall be deemed necessary and appropriate by s

Item N.: Consider reappointing Jeff Smith to the Construction Board of Appeals, effective

immediately and ending on June 30, 2028. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- The Construction

Board of Appeals has the authority to hear appeals of decisions and interpretations of the

building official and consider variances of the technical codes. They also hear and decide

appeals of decisions of the fire marshal

Item O.: Consider approving the ad valorem tax report for July 2026. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0

No)] -- This item allows the Council to receive the ad valorem tax report for July 2026.

Item P.: Consider approving the minutes of the City Council Special Meeting held on August

11, 2026. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- This item allows for the review and approval of

the minutes of the City Council Special Meeting held on August 11, 2026. <br><br>A copy of

the draft minutes is attached for your review.

Item Q.: Consider approving the minutes of the City Council Special Meeting held on August

24, 2026. [Vote: PASSED (7 Yes, 0 No)] -- This item allows for the review and approval of

the minutes of the City Council Special Meeting held on August 24, 2026.<br><br

data-pasted="true">A copy of the draft minutes is attached for your review.

TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT (CHAPTER 551) RECORD CERTIFICATION

This official meeting agenda document reflects the public meeting docket for City of

Friendswood (Galveston County, Texas) convened on 2026-09-14, compiled pursuant to the Texas

Open Meetings Act (Texas Government Code Chapter 551).

PUBLIC ARCHIVE SPONSORSHIP | SPONSORED BY CERBERUS CAMPAIGNS

Wanted: The Next Generation of Conservative Campaign Managers
Cerberus Campaigns is hiring and training operational leaders to run local city, county, ISD, and legi
Learn more: https://cerberuscampaigns.com/apply
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